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The Lucian

BY ALDEN MauLER LEVINE

The town architects follow the
Alys Beach Design Code, which

includes a vision of sustainability,

sk any resident or visitor what it is they love
A:l;: abour 3064, and you'll hear a lot of the
responses. The sand... the color of the

water. .. the beaudful beaches. .. In other words, its the
envionment that keeps people coming back w 30-A.
And the environment is fragile. Other areas of Flarida
have rushed w develop and commodify their beauriful
natural assets and have ended up destroying them. The
30-A community doesn't want m make the same mistake,

Thar's why the residents of Alys Beach were so excired
when the Florida Green Building Coaliion (FGBC)
awarded four residences in The Lucian condominium
property its highest certification of “green”™ construction
standards. The condominiums’ developer, Alys Beach
Lucian Development LLL, was also named the 2017
Multi-Family Builder of the Year, The awards are based
on evaluation of energy performance, warer conservation,
interior air n:|ua]ity> and disaster mitigation, among
other criteria.

The Lucian sits just opposite the Alys Beach’s
Amphitheatre at the wwn center and feamres eight
residences, four of which were finalists for the FGBCs
award. Six of its units seld before the building even broke
ground, according e local media ar the tme.

Alys Beach 1 a p].mucd community with a
demonsmated commimnent to the principles reflected
by thess awards, Highway 30A runs right through
the middle of town. Mot quite: half a mile north, the
community maintains 1 20-acre nature preserve with a
boardwalk, The wwn archivects follow the Alys Beach
Design Code, which includes a vision of sustainabiliry,
uﬁ:ty. and  integration of development and  nature.
The Lucian’s designers say the commimment is long-
standing, “Since the founding of Alys Beach in 2004,
we've made it a priority to build homes that not only
can withstand the Gulf weather conditiens, but are also
respensibly made,” Marieanne Khoury-Vogr, of Khoury
& Vogt Anchitects, wrote in a press rekease abour the

awards. “This Ecogniton from the Florida
Green  Building  Coalition  underscores
thar commimment.”

TDWD. dﬁ!‘gl’l.cﬁ wotlcr:d (e} ma.h: Sure
The Lucian, like all Alys Beach properties,
would provide safe, enduring shelwer in
Florida's oftien hash climate. Alys Beach is
the first community in the world w hold
all its buildings o the Forified for Safer
Living standard of construction, requiring
safely measures above and beyond ordinary
codes.  These  smndards
encourage measures like smonger anchors
and fasweners to keep roofs and walls
intact and use ni‘spﬂcisl ﬁr\t:]:lruof materials
wherever possible,

According to Pamie Glenn, the twown’s Green
Consuleant, cigy planners worked o id.culify “Florida-
friendly” native landscape palettes and designs to make
sure the buildings blended inw the area aestherically.
These colors do double-dury for the communiry, because
they acmally do bemer at reﬂa:ting light, keeping the
town'’s interiors cooler, Mamrally cooler interiors means
less energy consumption and by-produce of cooling,
The paints and varnishes thermselves are known as “aro
volatle arganic compounds” paints, meaning they don’t
emir the “fiesh paint™ fumes and contibue w a bemer
indeor air quality everall.

Environmentally friendlier paint isn't the only
maedificarien inside The Lucian’s residences ro conrribure
to i green reputation. Each unit feammes energy-
efficient laundry appliances and dishwashers, as well
as fixmres designed to conserve warer, All lighring,
lamps, and ceiling fans also meer rigerous standards of
ENErEY CONSEIvation.

Glenn is impressed by the wwn’s dedicarion to
principles of environmental prowcton, “1 love their
environmental mission,” she says, noting that 100%
of the town's storm and rainwater is captured on-site,
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safety, and infegration of

development and nature.

meared, and then rerurned  the aquifer, She also poines
to 104% drip irrigarion in the wwn'’s herdeulrural design

and its careful artention to erosion-control measures. The

town’s website also notes that it throwback cobblestone
pavers and gravel road-beds mean abour one-third of
rain fileers directly into the ground. This stands in stark
contrast o other modern mad-sur&cing techniques,
which cause runoff and erosion.

Perhaps mast imporrandy, Parte Glenn admires the
way the town's designers want to convey their dedication
w the enviconment w their customers, “They've eagerly
soughr 3rd-party independent inspections,” she says, “Irs
their commitment o ensure each home eamns the FGBC
Green Standard and Fortified for Safer Living [standard]
thar impresses me, [ don’t have to be an expercin building
science 0 know they've gor thar covered "

Far more information abont Alys Beach, The Lucian
Condominiums, or The Lncian’s emvironmental
awards, please  contact Lauren  Fergusom  at
Poliched Pig Media, (205) 383-8450 or [fergnson@
polishedp igmedia.com.
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